
Padre Parents 
December 4, 2015 

 
Present: Lisa Morgan, Murial Lin, Heidi Short, Stephanie Bouc, Molly McRae, 
Michael DeLapa, Lauren Capana, Manette Rogers, Kimberly Whittaker, Alison 
Bocku, Kent Wadsworth, Johnny Johnsson, Gerard Mattimoe 
(avpros1@gmail.com)  
 
Superbowl Raffle ~ Patricia Hunt - Just passed the $50K mark and we have two more 
weeks to go. At this point want tickets turned in, so that they don’t all get turned in at the last 
minute because it’s a lot of work for Diane Vita. Last year we sold a couple thousand dollars 
worth on the drawing night. We will draw the winning ticket Monday, Dec 14 at 5:30 at the 
rotunda room at Il Fornio.  
 
For those of you who have Seniors, we do a financial aid workshop in January. Just for coming, 
CHS offers an additional $1000 scholarship for filing FASA.   
 
Lauren Capano – new student support services counselor. LCSW. She has come from San 
Jose works with teens and adults in mental health and in social emotional crisis.  She takes 
referrals and is a nice resource for our student body population. She has an office in the admin 
building.  
 
Lee - We have a toy drive going on – students are asked to bring an unwrapped toy to their first 
period class. The non-profit CASA (Voices for Children) collects and distributes the toys during 
the holiday. Toys for kids of all ages.  
We just wrapped up a canned food drive and we collected the most canned food ever. This year 
we offered rewards for those classes who collected the most (pizza party and cookie party) 
Everyone also loved the Chipolte Burritos for honors rewards. 
 
Principal’s Message – Mr. Lopez: Explained the finals routine for Freshmen who are 
experiencing their first round of finals. Finals are 2-hour blocks and we want to make sure our 
students are mentally prepared. When we return from Winter Break, we start a new semester, 
but also begin pre-reg for next year’s scheduling. We give the students an opportunity to choose 
electives and give them an idea of what the opportunities are available. Whether they should be 
taking more rigorous college prep courses or not. Teachers have the conversation with the 
students, also have an AP night where we give parents the overview of what the courses demand. 
We want parents and students to learn to manage the stress of the additional course load, 
without overwhelming them. We try to give a good perspective of what the kids are getting in to. 
We set our schedule in February for the following year ~ so we resist the students changing too 
much once August rolls around, because our teachers schedule are set and we don’t have much 
flexibility after that. Teachers will help students with recommendations about what levels of 
classes they take. Parents will also have the opportunity to review this and make changes if they 
like.  
 
Should we put a cap on AP classes our kids can take/year to reduce the stress? College 
Admissions are looking at what students did to maximize the opportunities that their school 
offered. CHS offers 16 AP classes and 10 Honors classes which is above the national average. But 
some kids excel at AP English but not math or chemistry. So we don’t want to penalize those 
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kids who can take all of those classes without it stressing them out too much. Some exceptional 
students can handle it. Our goal is to look at how kids are handling it and whether they are being 
prepared for college and handling the max load once they leave CHS. Rick doesn’t want to make 
decisions about CHS based on what college admissions are, because it’s so arbitrary. There are 
colleges for all of our kids – they don’t all have to go to Harvard or Stanford – but we need to 
have a track for those kids who are academically talented. It comes down to doing what is best 
for our kids. Many different learning styles and abilities. Want to make decisions based on what 
is happening here on our campus, not a fear of what is going on in other communities.  
 
Budget – Molly McCrae ~ Please see attached. 
We need to figure out a way to raise more money because our PP bottom line is suffering. Grant 
writing? Fiesta night? Ideas are welcome. We need to make up for the eScript shortfall ($16000)  
 
Jared and Wendy 
He and his wife have taken over Sober Grad. They are re-inventing the wheel this year, as there 
was only a little bit of funding left over from last year. But they want to structure it differently so 
they leave a legacy for the future. They want to recruit parents of Juniors to set in to motion the 
grant writing and fund raising that needs to be happening all year round. Also looking for 
creative fundraising ideas.  
 
Next Meeting ~ January 5, 2016 
 


